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day, the townsfolk greeted him with prayers for his welfare,
and the women cheered him from the windows. The Sultan
marched in that cavalcade until it came out by the Bab al-Nasr
Gate, and it was a gala day.

Then the camp at Raidaniyyeh was reached. On the
following day chests were brought down containing the gold
and silver, each chest containing gold in coin to the amount
of 1,000 dinars, in addition to other metals. The treasury
was depleted of all the money which had been collected since
the commencement of this Sultan's reign, up to the date of
the departure of this expedition. Moreover, a complete
clearance was made of all the other storehouses, including
articles of intrinsic value and highly wrought weapons collected
by former Sultans, gilded saddles inlaid with crystal and agate;
also gold-embroidered numnahs, crystal and enamelled drums,
embossed sets of horse-armour, gold-embroidered camel
saddles, and other royal treasures.

In charge of the chests were a party of treasury clerks and
officials in uniform. These chests were borne on fifty camels;
then came the armoury borne on a hundred camels, preceded
by two drummers and fifers and instruments of military music
mounted on camels. All these went on to the camp.

On Sunday, the 16th, the Sultan caused it to be proclaimed
in Cairo that the army would advance on Friday, the 21st,
that every expeditionary soldier must be present on that day,
and that no excuse of any kind for absence would be accepted.

When the Sultan had established himself in camp, he
appointed a number of the deputies of the chief judges to
accompany him on the expedition.

*****

[29] He also had with him a great number of builders,
carpenters, and blacksmiths, as was customary, and the Chief
Sheikh with his troops and flags and drums. He led the
Sultan's cavalcade on its entry into Damascus, in accordance
with the ancient custom on expeditions.